Name__________________________________________________  Period______________________
Observing and Recognizing the Signs of a Chemical Reaction
Dr. Slotsky Chemistry I

Procedure:

Add 50 mL of water to a beaker.  Add 2 or 3 spoonfuls of copper (II) sulfate (CuSO4) to the beaker, and stir until it dissolves.  What color is the solution now? __________________

Add a piece of steel wool (Fe) to the solution.  What happens to the steel wool?


What happens to the solution?


How can you tell when the reaction is finished?



Please assist your instructor with cleanup.  Solids will be collected by filtration and disposed of as normal trash, while the remaining liquid can be safely diluted down the drains.

Writeup (attach a separate sheet if necessary):

Please write up what happened in this experiment.  Include:

1)	What did you observe during this reaction?

2)	What are the signs of a chemical reaction (book p. 8) and which, if any, of these signs did you observe during this experiment?

3)	Do you believe that this experiment showed a chemical change, or a physical change?  Justify your answer based on the signs mentioned in (2)

4)	(HONORS) Assume that the products of this reaction are ferrous sulfate (FeSO4) in solution and copper metal (Cu).  Write an equation for the reaction.  It does not have to be ‘balanced’, we will learn that later, but I will be happy to show you how.
