
 

AP US HISTORY: REQUIRED SUMMER WORK 

You will be responsible for completing the following assignment that will be due at the end of Week 3. The 
purpose of this assignment is to get you thinking about American history, and the role history can play in our 
lives. A further objective of the summer assignment is to help you develop your time management skills, which 
will be important during the year. 
 
This assignment will be worth 50 points. 
 
Read the entire speech “Knowing History and Knowing Who We Are” by historian David McCullough. The speech 
can be found here: http://www.realclearpolitics.com/Commentary/com-4_18_05_DM.html  
 
After reading McCullough’s speech, you must choose three major points/ideas from the speech and support 
each point/idea by selecting and analyzing, in your own words, a specific historical example from American 
history that you believe illustrates each point/idea.  
 
To help you do this, you are encouraged to think thematically, a skill that will be practiced throughout the 
course. The content of AP U.S. History is organized under seven themes: 
 

• Identity 

• Work, exchange, and technology 

• Peopling 

• Politics and power 

• America in the world 

• Environment and geography 

• Ideas, beliefs, and culture 
 
You can review these themes (pages 20-27) at the following College Board link: 
http://media.collegeboard.com/digitalServices/pdf/ap/ap-us-history-course-and-exam-description.pdf 
 
“These themes focus student understanding of major historical issues and developments, helping students to 
recognize broad trends and processes that have emerged over centuries in what has become the United States.” 
(p. 20 in the AP U.S. History Curriculum Framework). As you read through the themes, be sure to also refer to 
the “Overarching Questions” and Learning Objectives. 
 
Remember the following for your essay: 
 

• Contains a well-developed thesis that clearly addresses the question 

• Effective analysis of the documents and outside knowledge is evident 
(outside knowledge goes beyond the document) 

• Effective use of the document 

• Supports thesis with substantial and relevant outside information 

• Is clearly organized and well-written 
 


