
 

AP ART HISTORY: REQUIRED SUMMER WORK 

Welcome to AP Art History! If you take this course seriously, it will literally change the way you see the world. 
You will see elements of art, buildings, culture and media in ways you totally overlooked in the past. 
 

Objective 
Get your art historian feet wet with the critical assessment of an art history bestseller or popular movie. 
 
Select one of the options listed below and write a review of your choice.  
 

Requirements 
1. If appropriate to the source you selected, choose one artwork from your book or movie of choice that 

you feel is central.  Focus your review on the central artwork. 
2. With any work you choose, identify the work: title, artist, date of creation (time in which work was 

created), media (materials from which work was created). 
3. If the book or movie is more generally about a period of art, then research that period.  Identify a major 

artist from that period and answer the three questions. 
4. Assessment should be a minimum of 300 words and must thoroughly answer the questions below. 
5. Your paper must include your name, the date and the name of the book or movie are you reviewing at 

the top. 
6. You must cite any online resources you used. 
7. Your work must be submitted in as a word doc., rtf or pdf file.  
8. See note below about R rated movies.  
9. The summer assignment is due at the end of Week 3. 

 

Answer the following questions in your assessment: 
1. Why is this work or artist important in art history? Include interesting, memorable, or intriguing facts 

that you’ve discovered. 
2. Did the times when the work (or works) was created influence the work? Explain with specific details. 
3. Did the creation of the work influence the time and when it was created? Include specific examples. 

 

Books to choose from: 
The Monuments Men, Allied Heroes, Nazi Thieves, and the Greatest Treasure Hunt in History by Robert M. Edsel 
Michelangelo and the Pope’s Ceiling by Ross King 
Brunelleschi’s Dome by Ross King 
Leonardo and the Last Supper by Ross King 
The Girl with a Pearl Earring by Tracy Chevalier 
The Pillars of the Earth by Ken Follet 
The Lost Painting: The Quest for a Caravaggio Masterpiece by Jonathan Harr 
Girl in Hyacinth Blue by Susan Vreeland 
Luncheon of the Boating Party by Susan Vreeland 
The Passion of Artemesia by Susan Vreeland 
The Virgin Blue by Tracy Chevalier 
The Lady and the Unicorn by Tracy Chevalier 
The Birth of Venus by Sarah Dunant 
The Painter from Shanghai by Jennifer Cody Epstein 
I, Juan de Pareja by Elizabeth Borton de Treviño 
The Agony and the Ecstasy by Irving Stone 
Girl Reading by Katie Ward 
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Movies to choose from: 
 
Tim’s Vermeer 
Camille Claudel 
Bride of the Wind 
Frida 
Goya’s Ghost 
Mr. Turner 
Basquiat 
The Girl with a Pearl Earring 
Exit Through the Gift Shop 
Rivers and Tides 
Pollack 
Artemesia 
Moulin Rouge 
Children of Men 
Fur: An imaginary portrait of Diane Arbus 
Goya in Bordeaux 
I Shot Andy Warhol 
Lust for Life 
The Mystery of Picasso 
Vincent and Theo 
 
*If you choose a movie that is rated “R” you must submit a signed permission slip (see below) from a parent 
or guardian to get credit. 
 
 



 

AP ART HISTORY: PERMISSION SLIP 

This permission slip can be e-mailed or faxed to the student’s teacher during the first week of class.  

 

Dear Parent: 

Your son/daughter is a student for the AP Art History course.  

S/he has chosen to watch an R rated movie as part of the APAH Summer Assignment.   The purposes of 

this lesson include: 

1. Investigating an important artist or period of art.  

2. Investigate the political, social and religious influences on an artist or period of art.  

3. Assume the role of an art historican and write a critical assessment of a popular movie 

 

 Please sign below and tell him/her to return this document to the SC (site coordinator) at school. 

 

______________________________________ 

Student’s name-printed 

 

______________________________________ 

Parent’s name-printed 

 

______________________________________ 

Parent’s signature 

 

________________ 

Date 
 


