
DIMAN Summer Reading Assignment Information 2017-2018 

Grade 9 ELA Inclusion – Choose one text from the following list: 

• The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn by Mark Twain 

• The Wonderful Wizard of Oz by L. Frank Baum 

Book Availability: All texts are available in the public domain. This means that the full text of 
the book is available for free online. There are many sites that will have the text. However, 
Project Gutenberg is a reliable source and has all summer reading book available. The web 
address for Project Gutenberg is: 

http://www.gutenberg.org/ 

• To read the text online, choose the format Read This Book Online: HTML 

• Students also have the option of purchasing a copy of the book for their own personal use 
of borrowing a copy from their local library 

Summer Reading Assignment: 

1. Read the full text. Familiarize yourself with the characters, setting, plot, and theme of the 
text you choose. 

2. Complete the attached graphic organizers for your chosen text. Additionally, you may 
keep HANDWRITTEN notes and will be allowed to use the graphic organizers and notes 
on the Summer Reading Assessment. 

Summer Reading Assessment: 

The Summer Reading Assessment will require students to identify a quote from the book. 
Students should be able to identify and describe the speaker, explain the connection between the 
main character(s) and the speaker, and discuss how the quote connects to the story as a whole 
(theme). Please see the school website for Summer Reading Sample Assessment, Sample 
Response, and Grading Rubric. 

Testing Dates: 

A Week Assessment: Friday, September 15 

B Week Assessment: Monday, September 18 

http://www.gutenberg.org/


The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn Graphic Organizer 

Directions: 

1. Read the section.

2. In Column 2, make a bulleted list of the chapter highlights (characters, setting, plot,

theme, conflict, etc.).

3. In Column 3, respond to the question using examples from the assigned reading section

(you may write on the organizer or respond in a notebook, your choice!).

4. Bring this graphic organizer to class completed on your Summer Assessment testing date.

Chapter(s) Chapter Highlights Reader Response 
Ch. 1-5 

Setting #1: 

__________ 

One of the themes of Huck Finn is Huck’s 

push to become “sivilized”. Can you 

identify with Huck’s character in this way? 

Why or why not? 

Ch. 6-7 

Setting #2: 

__________  

How can you tell that Huck is highly 

intelligent as he prepares to fake his own 

death? 

Ch. 8-11 

Setting #3 

___________ 

Why did Jim run away from home? 

Ch. 12-16 

Setting #4: 

___________ 

When Huck and Jim first began their 

journey together, Jim was just a runaway 

slave to Huck. How does their relationship 

appear to be changing? 



Ch.17-18 

Setting #5: 

__________ 

Most of the family units (like the 

Grangerfords, Huck and his pap, etc.) that 

we see in the story are dysfunctional. In 

your opinion, what makes a family? Do 

Huck and Jim constitute a family? Explain. 

Ch. 19-24 

Setting #6: 

The River 

Setting #7: 

__________ 

Lying occurs frequently in this novel. Some 

lies seem to be “good” (like the ones Huck 

tells to protect Jim), while others seem to be 

“bad” (like the Duke’s and King’s cons). 

What is the difference? Are both “wrong”? 

Ch. 25-29 

Setting #8: 

__________ 

How does Huck’s conscience affect him as 

he watches the Duke’s and King’s 

interactions with the Wilkes family? 



Ch. 30-32 

 

Setting #9: 

The River 

 

 

 

Setting #10: 

__________ 

 In Chapter 31, Huck makes a huge moral 

decision regarding Jim – what decision does 

he make? Why? (What has he learned about 

Jim?) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ch. 33-40 

 

 

 

 

 In Chapter 33, Tom Sawyer says, “Human 

beings can be awful cruel to one another.” 

What is ironic about his words in light of 

what occurs in chapters 33-40? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ch. 40 – The 

Last 

 

 

 

 

 What information does Tom reveal about 

Jim in Chapter 42? Is Tom inexcusably 

cruel, or is he just a lively, imaginative kid? 

Explain. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The Wonderful Wizard of Oz Graphic Organizer 

Directions: 

1. Read the section

2. In Column 2, make a bulleted list of the chapter highlights (characters, setting, plot,

theme, conflict, etc.).

3. In Column 3, respond to the question using examples from the assigned reading section

(you may write on the organizer or respond in a notebook, your choice!).

4. Bring this graphic organizer to class completed on your Summer Assessment testing date.

Chapter(s) Chapter Highlights Reader Response 
Ch. 1-7 

Setting #1: 

______________ 

Setting #2: 

______________ 

During chapters 1-7, Dorothy and her 

companions face several internal and external 

conflicts. Identify at least two internal and 

two external conflicts faced by the characters 

(of your choice!) and provide specific textual 

evidence to support your thoughts. 

Ch. 8-14 

Setting #3: 

______________ 

In these chapters, Dorothy and her 

companions are able to overcome conflicts 

they encounter because of the help of others: 

1. Tell what three groups of creatures

help Dorothy



Setting #4: 

______________ 

2. Explain why each group helps

Dorothy

3. Give your opinion: Is there something

about Dorothy that makes people

want to help her? Explain.

Ch. 15-24 

Setting #5: 

_____________ 

Setting #6: 

_____________ 

At the end of the book, Dorothy returns 

home and back to her old life. The lives of 

the other characters have changed from 

where they started. Choose one of the 

following characters and respond to the 

prompt: Scarecrow, Tin Woodman, or 

Lion. 

Compare the character’s life at the end of the 

book to his life at the start. Explain what has 

changed that allows him to have this 

different life. 



Questions to think about (provide a brief written response either under the question or in a 

reader’s notebook): 

1. The Scarecrow yearns for a brain, but in reality he is the most intelligent of the small

group in which Dorothy travels. Is this irony present elsewhere in the story (think of the

other characters)? If so, what do you suppose is the author’s purpose in using irony as a

literary device?

2. Analyze the character of the Wizard. Why does he behave the way he does? Is his

behavior excusable or not? He tells Dorothy that he is a good man, but a bad wizard. Do

you agree? Explain your answer.

3. What are the power dynamics in Oz? Who has the power and who lacks it? How does

one gain or lose power in Oz?

4. At the end of the book, all of Dorothy’s companions are in positions of authority. Give

your opinion: Why do you think the author had all of these characters end up like this?




