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When Diman’s building closes down overnight, the school is still open 24/7 
online. Our web site is the world’s window into the school, one that can be 
viewed anywhere and anytime. That window had become dated, with the 
“curtains” of a design having not been changed since 2009. As of March, we 
not only have new curtains, we have a whole new window.

The previous web site was powered by SchoolFusion, which was bought 
out several times in the recent past and was no longer being developed 
by its current owner, Blackboard. The giant web education company has 
been buying web companies like crazy, and offered to switch the school to 
Edline. But Mr. Nathan Byrnes, our media services coordinator, “Wasn’t a 
big fan” of Edline. Thankfully, Blackboard bought school website company 
SchoolWires in the summer of 2015, and Diman decided to switch to that 
platform. Thankfully, SchoolWires cost about the same as SchoolFusion.

Moving site content began in November, so from then through March, Mr. 
Byrnes was responsible for keeping up the old website while making the 
new one. The new site is now live so it updates frequently. 

The feedback from the new page has been positive. “Several teachers told 
me it was a breeze to use for classroom pages,” said Mr. Byrnes. “Students 
seem to like the responsive design,” he said, explaining that a responsive 
design scales to the size of whatever device is viewing the page.

“It was critical for the web page to be more responsive because more and 
more interaction with the site is done on smartphones,” said Mr. Byrnes. 
The old page wasn’t very easy to use and locate things when on smaller 
screens. The page now responds to the size of a screen and will move 
objects to make more room for what’s most important.

The page is also easier for teachers and staff to maintain their own pages. 
For example they can update their layout to show pages for all different 
classes or just a single category like A-weeks and B-weeks. The new site can 
also display PDFs on the page, which wasn’t possible before. In addition, the 
site is easily translated to multiple languages, included Khmer, Portuguese, 
and Spanish.

The homepage now has icons at the top for the calendar, emails, lunch 
menus, and iPass. With the apps being right in front it is more likely 
students and teachers will find them faster. The new page really creates 
a new and easier experience for parents, students, and staff to locate the 
information needed.

But the changes aren’t yet done. “Keep your eyes peeled for big news at the 
start of the next school year,” said Mr. Byrnes. “We’ll become even more 
mobile friendly with a big announcement then.”

Website Works Well With (School)Wires
by Amber Lecuyer
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After more than half of the school’s competitors 
received a medal at Districts, Diman is ready to take 
on the SkillsUSA State competition. Back on February 
25, 130 students journeyed to Southeastern Vocational 
for the District competition and took three tests that 
challenged their knowledge on their trade, SkillsUSA 
employability, and OSHA safety information. Diman 
swept the opposing 7 schools away, bringing home 
29 gold, 21 silver, and 18 bronze. In addition, 13 
students competed in the Diman-exclusive Job Skills 
Demonstration competition in which 3 students won 
bronze, 5 won silver, and the remaining 5 coming in 
with gold. 

Gold medal winners from the Job Skills Demonstration 
will be going to States, where they will be joined by gold 
and silver winners from the District competition. Some 
of the students who won bronze at Districts will also be 
able to go to States.

As usual, the State Leadership and Skills Conference 
will be held in Marlborough at the Best Western Royal 
Plaza Hotel and Trade Center. Here, students compete in 
hands-on competitions in their trade or leadership skill 
that allow them to showcase their talents. Instead of just 
taking written tests like during Districts, competitors 
are now able to run actual equipment and face a much 
larger competition. Over 2,500 competitors from all 

around the state will attend the conference, and only 
the gold medal winner may advance to the SkillsUSA 
Championships, held in Louisville, Kentucky this June.

State competitions not only gives students the opportunity 
to face others in the skill that they enjoy doing the most, 
but just as importantly, lets students meet new people. 
During the conference, which lasts from April 28th to 
the 30th, a dance and movie are also held in addition to  
the competitions. 

SkillsUSA is an organization driven “for students, by 
students,” and is a great organization to make new friends 
while having a fun time. Although Diman prides itself 
on sending over 50 students to the State conference, the 
memories that will be made at any Local, District, State, 
or even National competition greatly outshine whether 
we win or not.

As a student who competes in SkillsUSA myself, I 
encourage everyone to join, no matter what shop you’re 
in. SkillsUSA gives everyone rewarding experiences 
that we can learn from and has given me a mindset that 
makes me want to continue trying my absolute best at 
anything I do. Even if you don’t think that you’ll win, 
you’ll be surprised what can happen and should take 
this unique opportunity that Diman gives us.

SkillsUSA State Competitions
By Kylie Cooper

FRONT COVER PHOTO

For the first time ever, a Diman student's design has 
been selected as the National Pin design winner for 
SkillsUSA. Shaun DaRocha, a sophomore in the Graphic 
Communications program, designed the winning pin. 
His design was selected from hundreds of entries across 
the country. The winning entry means Shaun will attend 
the SkillsUSA National Conference in Louisville, KY 
the week of June 20th, where he will be recognized on 
the national stage. Congratulations Shaun! 
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Diman’s Annual Open House 
Mrs. Siobhan Santos 
Diman’s Annual Open House took place on Sunday, March 20, 2016 from 
1-3pm. Not to be confused with Admissions Night in November, the 
objective of the Open House is to display student work from across all the 
vocational programs within Diman. All students had the opportunity to 
present their work, whether they were newly-placed freshmen or seniors 
on co-op. 
I had the opportunity to meet with students from six of the sixteen 
programs at Diman. Here’s some of what I saw:
• Chris Dutra and Michael Duarte, a senior and junior in the 

Plumbing shop were displaying high-efficiency boilers, solar-
powered water heaters and radiant flooring. 

• Graphics sophomores Aah’King DeVoe and Nicholas DaRocha were 
busy printing and trimming Diman stickers for visitors from their 
large format Poland printer. 

• HVAC had a mini hockey rink on display, complete with figures 
made by the freshman class. 

• Auto Collision had several auto refinishing projects on display. 
• Machine Tool Technology sophomores Maryann Kinnane, 

Raymond Parent, and Cameron Guadalupe were making custom 
keychains and displaying live projects, including a custom golf 
putter head. 

• Auto Mechanics sophomores Samantha Faltus and Tyler Bonenfant 
proudly displayed their front strut and wheel bearing replacement 
project, with the support of their fellow shop-mates. Cathryn 
Carvalho, senior in the program was happily greeting visitors from 
the new service center.
Cathryn is currently on co-op with First Ford in Fall River, but 
gladly volunteered her free time to work at her final Open House. 
As far as co-op, she “really likes it” and plans to stay there upon 
graduation, ultimately working her way up through the company.

Michael Duarte and Chris Dutra

Aah'King DeVoe and Nicholas DaRocha

Plumbing

Building & Property Maintenance

Heating, Ventilation, 
Air Conditioning and 
Refrigeration 

Machine Tool Technology

Raymond Parent and Cameron Guadalupe

Maryann Kinnane

Automotive Technology

 Cathryn Carvalho Samantha Faltus and Tyler Bonenfant, along  
with their "support" team
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Diman’s newly reborn Theater Arts Club staged their 
first performance at the school – the courtroom scene 
from Arthur Miller’s The Crucible – on April 1, 2016. 
The program had to overcome significant obstacles, 
including a last-minute missing cast member that 
required a performance by Mrs. Noversa, in order to 
put on the show.

For what it was, the production was quite satisfactory. 
While it had a slightly outstretched beginning, the 
conclusion of the performance was dramatic and superb. 
Highlights of the cast include a solid performance by 
Christina Sanger as Nurse and excellent performances 
by the Judge (Patric DeCastro) and Andrew Leger as 
John Proctor. The only quarrel I had with the play was 
that at times certain actors had difficulty projecting 
their voices to the crowd.

For the first performance by the club, I am impressed 
and am looking forward to future productions.

The First Production from the Diman Drama Club 

The Crucible
Elijah J. Fullerton
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Traveling is an experience like no other. To travel, in 
a sense, is to be reborn. Thanks to the International 
Club, students at Diman have the unique opportunity 
to experience such a sensation before graduating 
high school. 

The International Club has been a part of Diman for 
many years, and not without a long history of success. 
It presents students with new insights toward the world 
around them, while also allowing them to broaden their 
social, cultural, and intellectual horizons. Among other 
things, students are encouraged to try local cuisine 
and engage in simple conversation in foreign tongues. 
Dental Assisting instructor and International Club 
Advisor Mrs. Maria Torres, with Dean of Students Mrs. 
Gisele Parent, chaperone club trips. 

Last year the club traveled to Germany, Prague, 
Switzerland, and the Alps. The trip lasted ten days, with 
approximately two nights spent in each country. The 
day started at approximately 6:30-8:30 a.m. and ended 
at around 9 p.m.; the days were busy, filled with activity 
and discovery. 

A distinct contrast was clear between Prague and Germany, 
due to the differences of their involvement in World War 
II. After the war, inhabitants of Germany attempted to 
cover up the damage, since their country served as dictator 
Adolf Hitler’s headquarters. Prague, on the other hand, 
essentially remains the same today as it did back in 1945. 

Despite the efforts after the war to smudge the past and 
fool the future, the group on the 2015 trip noticed bullet 
damage on the outer walls of a preserved German church. 
They also visited Neuschwanstein Castle. 

“Students have said things like ‘this was an awesome trip’, 
‘I can't believe how much I've seen’, ‘I am so glad I came on 
this trip,’” says Mrs. Parent about those who have traveled 
with the club in past years. “They always have a blast. The 
reason why I want students to partake in this is because I 
want them to see that there is more than Fall River, there 
is more than Massachusetts; the International Club gives 
them the opportunity to travel.”   

This April, twenty students and 22 adults took a trip 
to the Isle of São Miguel (St. Michael) in the Azores. 
Activities include rock climbing, kayaking, bicycling, 
whale watching, and even cooking a boiled dinner in 
the caldera of a volcanic mountain! 

Additionally, Mrs. Parent and Mrs. Torres plan to have 
those attendees with Azorean ancestors trace their roots 
by making stops at the church in the provinces each 
student’s relatives are from.

In 2017 the International Club will be traveling to Paris, 
France; The French Rivera; and Rome, Italy; with many 
stops along the way, including the Vatican in Rome. 

Bengals on a Plane
by Sierralyn Cadima

“The world is a book, and those who do not travel read only one page.” 
– Saint Augustine
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Scheduling, Rain Dates, and 
Staying Focused

Current Temps:

30º
Snow Showers

34º/26º

Short 
sleeves 

with some 
sunshine

Practice 
cancelled

Tuesday;
32º

Monday;
54º

Wednesday;
36º

Long sleeves 
and a 

sweatshirt

Thursday;
58º

Short 
sleeves 

and lots of 
sunshine

Friday;
63º Game 

cancelled

Spring sports fields can be a mess, but 
scheduling spring sports can be even 
messier. Frequent rains and even the 
occasional snow causes a lot of make-
up games, which means games are 
pushed until the end of May and it 
creates stress, especially for graduating 
seniors. More on that later.

We're in the spring season for sports 
right now, and recently I spoke with 
our Athletic Director, Mr. Keith Allan, 
about what was in store for us in the 
upcoming weeks. The springtime brings 
much excitement for the athletes that 
participate in baseball, softball and 
track. About fifty students participate 
in baseball and another fifty in softball. 
Track has about eighty students. 

Our school is part of the Mayflower 
League and many of the games we have 
with other schools are scheduled two 
seasons ahead. League games are a lot 
easier to organize at that point, but 
when it comes to non-league games, 
it is much more difficult. That then 
requires working with each of the 
schools that we would compete against.

Of course, there’s another monkey 
wrench for spring sports: graduation and 
other senior activities! It becomes even 
more difficult to schedule sports when 
there are a lot of college events going on 
for students, along with the senior prom 
and the days leading up to that. 

Factor in the weather, scheduling 
nightmares, graduation activities, 
and sprinkle in some “senioritis,” and 
the spring is the most condensed and 
unpredictable of our sports seasons. 

Keeping students focused becomes harder 
during this season because the weather is 
getting warmer.

We need to give special thanks to all of 
our seasonal coaches. Our sports teams 
require the dedication and heart that our 
coaches and students give. 

• Varsity softball is coached by Mrs. 
Noversa, the Phys. Ed. department head. 

• JV softball is coached by Mr. Ashton, 
who’s also the department head 
for the Auto Collision Repair and 
Finishing. 

• Freshman softball is coached 
by Culinary Arts teacher Mrs. 
Guilbeault-Rose. 

• Varsity baseball is coached by Mr. 
Lima, from Building and Property 
Maintenance. 

• JV baseball is coached by Mr. Avilla, 
a retired teach from Machine Tool 
Technology.

• Freshman baseball is coached by 
Mr. Medeiros, a teacher in the Math 
department.

• Track is not separated by level like 
the other two sports are, but instead 
all skill levels are mixes together. Mr. 
Librera, the department head from 
the History department is the head 
coach. He has three assistant coaches 
including Chef Botelho from the 
Culinary Arts shop, Mr. Reis from 
Electricity, and Mrs. Ramos from 
Business Technology. 

Once more, thank you to all of our 
coaches and good luck to all of the 
students this season as they participate in 
one of the most eagerly awaited seasons 
of the school year!

by Alexendra Davis
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Upcoming Events — May

SkillsUSA State Competitions
NHS Induction Ceremony
MCAS Math
Outstanding Vocational Student 
Banquet

Senior Finals

April 28-30
May 11
May 17-18
May 19 

May 27 & 31


