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Happy 
New Year! 
As the Class of 2018 arrived to 
new schedules and shops, the 
Class of 2015 may soon  
realize...the end is in sight!
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CALLING ALL COACHES!!
Do you have an athlete that deserves some attention? Maybe 
it’s that teammate that never quits, shows up to every practice 
or keeps the team motivated?  Let us know, and we’ll get that 
athlete the attention he/she deserves. 

An Interview with Mr. Alves,  
New Principal of Diman Regional 
By Alexendra Davis

How long have you been an educator? 
Since 1996, so about 19 years. I taught at Somerset as an English teacher for 8 
years. I was then the Assistant Principal there. After that I became the Principal 
at Athol Royalsten Middle School for a year before becoming the Dean of Stu-
dents at Diman in February of 2012. And now I am the principal here at Diman. 

Did you always want to be an educator?
Well, I went to Diman and was in Electronics. Then worked at a grocery store 
and worked my way up to Assistant Manager. I then went to UMass Dart-
mouth and majored in English and Education Leadership.

What was your connection to Mr. Bentley, are you glad that you get 
to follow in his footsteps?
Mr. Bentley was the first Dean of Students here. He was my teacher twice as 
well. He is a good role model. 

Is there anything you’d like to say to the graduating class of 2015?
I began as the Dean with them, as they were freshman. I begin my career as 
principal as they’re going to be walking across the stage. We transitioned 
together, we learned together, and I wish them great success in their future 
endeavors. 

Any tips?
1. Be true to themselves
2. Be individuals
3. Work Hard; anything worth while only comes with hard work
4. There is something unique about the skills you get here at Diman. Make 
sure you take advantage of the opportunities this school presents.

Is there anything you’d like to say to the class of 2018?
You will be held to a high standard; to achieve both academically and voca-
tionally. You will be taught and encouraged on how to be respectful, giving, 
and globally-aware citizens. 

“I believe in our school community, and I believe in Communication, 
Collaboration and Unity”
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A Shocking 
Career 

Choice!

New Hire Spotlight

What made you want to study electricity?
I took the exploratory at Tri-County back in 
1981, just like you guys. Electricity was my first 
choice and Carpentry was my second.

The electrical field can be dangerous. Have 
you ever had any close calls?
Yup, a couple of times. When I was a student 
at Tri-County, we had a 480 volt and the panel 
shorted out while we were working on it.

What was your first day at Diman like?
It was a totally different experience. It was my 
first time working with high school students. 
I was in the military for 32 years. I went from 
soldiers to students.

Who inspired you to become who you are 
today?
I would say my parents. I had two good teach-
ers when I was in high school. One was my 
shop teacher, and he was a Vietnam vet. He 
passed away ten years ago, but he was very 
good.

Do you have any funny stories you’d like to 
share about yourself?
They’ll probably all come to me after you leave. 
(laughs) Oh, sometimes I feel like I can hear 
a song from “Welcome Back, Kotter” when I 
walk into school. I doesn’t seem like long ago 
that I was at a vocational school.

An Interview with Senior Electrical  
Instructor, Mr. Chace
By Jackie Audet
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Ask A
Freshie
Survey 2015 Shop Picks

Male (B weeks)

1. Graphics - didn’t get it
2. Wasn’t a “handsome” guy
3. Not talk - remain on task Male (B weeks)

1. Machine Tool - got it
2. Stayed on task
3. Nothing

Female (A Weeks)

1. Electronics - got it
2. Listened to teacher
3. Nothing

Female (B Weeks)

1. Health Assisting - got it
2. Asked questions in class
3. Be less nervous

Male (A Weeks)

1. Electronics - didn’t get it
2. Other students brought him down
3. Try harder

Female (A Weeks)

1. Health Assisting - got it
2. Worked hard
3. Nothing

Upon returning to 

school after the holiday 

break, freshmen were 

provided with their 

shop assignments.  We 

took a survey of male 

and female freshmen 

from both A and B 

weeks. Below are the 

questions asked:

What was your first 
pick and did you get it?  

Why did or didn’t you 
get your shop? 

What would you have 
done differently?”

By: Elijah Fullerton

1

2

3

Male (A Weeks)

1. Graphics - didn’t get it
2. Failed work
3. Work harder

Male (A Weeks)

1. Electronics - got it
2. Was serious
3. Would’ve explored 
electronics

Female (A Weeks)

1. Culinary - got it
2. Paid attention
3. Bring safety glasses

Female (A Weeks)

1. Business Technology - got it
2. Didn’t slack
3. Nothing

Female (A Weeks)

1. Drafting - got it
2. Worked hard
3. Nothing

Male (B Weeks)

1. Graphics - got it
2. Worked hard
3. Nothing

Male (B Weeks)

1. Culinary - got it
2. Worked hard
3. Nothing

Male (B Weeks)

1. Dental - got it
2. Worked hard
3. N/A

Female (A Weeks)

1. Culinary - got it
2. Worked hard
3. Nothing
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Bengal Pride

Boys Basketball - 1-11 (1-4 in the league)
While the start of the season has been rough for the 
boys basketball team, Coach Santos looks forward to 
a strong finish. The team lost 8 seniors from last year 
and faced a grueling early schedule, but Santos thinks 
there’s a decent chance they’ll manage 6 or 7 wins by 
the end of the year. “Senior Darren Smith has been 
a constant with rebounds and defense,” pointed out 
Santos. “Austin Crowninshield and Aaron Reed are the 
leading scorers,” he continued.

Girls Basketball - 8-4 (5-1 in the league)
Diman’s girls basketball team has put together a suc-
cessful season to this point, posting 8 wins and a solid 
5-1 league record. Coach Doyle points out that the 
team has really gelled and is playing disciplined bas-
ketball. Keyed by seniors Katie McDonnell and Brynn 
Pasternak, the team has gotten big contributions across 
the roster. Said Coach Doyle, “I’m so proud of these 
girls. Their mental attitude is positive and they play 
really well together.”

Hockey - 7-7-1 (4-3-1 in the conference)
After a 0-3 start, Diman’s hockey team has surged to 
a .500 record. Keyed by strong play, goal scoring, and 
leadership by senior captains Bret Jardin (from Case) 
and Jay Silva, the team has put themselves in posi-
tion to make run at a tight conference race. To win 
the division, they’ll need more strong defense from 
seniors Will Kelly 
and Connor Chace, 
who switched from 
offense last season 
to defense this sea-
son, and continued 
excellent play from 
freshman Shane 
Cabral. Of course, 

no defense is complete without a tough goalie, and 
senior Brendan Medeiros has stepped up between the 
pipes to stonewall the opposing offense.

Indoor track (4-5 for the boys, 2-7 for the girls)
The Diman boys finished 4-5 in the difficult South 
Coast Conference, defeating Wareham, Apponequet, 
Bourne, and Case. There were many outstanding per-
formances throughout the campaign. Leading the way 
were Chico Medeiros, Cody Dacruz, Matt Tilson, Kyle 
Cordeiro, Chris Erickson, and Jon Ferreira. Medeiros, 
Cordeiro, and DaCruz each competed at the Reggie 
Lewis Center for a chance to move on to the State 
Meet. 
 
The Diman girls finished 2-7 and had many out-
standing performances. Leading the way was Chelsea 
Neville, who racked up record numbers of points by 
routinely placing in the hurdles, high jump, and 300 
meters. Also having outstanding seasons were Wille-
sa Rivera, Alexis Cote, Erin Benoit, Sydney Midura, 
Chelsey Benoit, Ally Toupin, and Deja Pickering. 
Willesa (shot put) competed at the Reggie Lewis Cen-
ter for a chance to qualify for state competition. 

The future looks bright for both track programs as they 
are exceptionally young and talented. 



Page 6

The HMS Bounty is best known 
for the mutiny that sent Captain 
William Bligh and his loyalists to 
sea for 47 days, an extraordinary 
feat of seamanship. However what 
most people don’t know is that Fall 
River held the replica of the Bounty 
in port after it was used in its mov-
ie: Mutiny on the Bounty. It became 
a tourist attraction until the year 
2012 during hurricane Sandy when 
it sank, resulting in the death of two 
people, including the captain. 

The version of the story I read was: 
Mutiny, A Novel of The Bounty by 
John Boyne. This novel exceed-
ed my expectations and thus re-
ceives my recommendation. I felt 
a strong connection to the protag-
onist which led me to being more 
impacted by the dangers and con-
flicts he passed through. The world 
this novel portrays is so clear that it 
feels as though you were dreaming 
when you finish it. Most important-
ly however it concludes the novel 
on a note that leaves you perfectly 
satisfied, it didn’t outstay its wel-
come and didn’t end briefly without 
explanation. 

Once I had finished this work of 
artistic literature I didn’t feel as 
though I had read a book, but in-
stead found and lost a friend be-
cause this protagonist is so well 
thought out he feels as though he 
is a living, breathing person. If you 
need a new shoptime or academ-
ic novel or perhaps simply enjoy 
reading I highly recommend you 
pick up this book.

Elijah Fullerton

Photos courtesy of the U.S. Coast Guard and 
The Library of Congress

The Bounty replica at port in Fall River, 
MA, 2006 and (above) sinking during  
Hurricane Sandy, 2012 off the coast of  
North Carolina.
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“...what most people 

don’t know is that  

Fall River held the  

replica of the Bounty in 

port after it was used in 

its movie.”

Mutiny 
on the Bounty
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An Interview with Mrs. Parent, Dean of 
Students
By Marissa Morrison

Why did you apply for this position and why did you 
choose to leave teaching?

I think that when it comes down to it- after teaching for 18 
years and impacting the lives of so many students- working 
in administration allows me to affect so many more. It allows 
me to play a much bigger role in making decisions that will 
help the individual students and the school as a whole.

What is going to happen to the students in your class-
es?

Mr. Freeman will continue teaching, he is certified to do so 
and we communicate daily so as to make this transition as 
easy as possible for the students. I am still involved with the 
juniors and seniors because of their shoptime, which is a 
yearlong project. I’m going to stick it out with them till the 
end. We’re getting through it.

Any news for a new Department Head filling your po-
sition?

I am still the acting Department Head for this year. There are 
many candidates applying for the position for next year. Cur-
rently I am still overseeing the department.

What has been your biggest challenge thus far?

I’d have to say the transition. Leaving the students was one 
of the saddest things I’ve had to do. The first day was proba-
bly the worst for me. I never realized how much of an impact 
I made on these kids.

Do you have any plans for change or improvements 
for Diman so far?

No. I don’t believe in making a lot of change in the begin-
ning. Eventually though, Mr. Alves and I will begin to discuss 
changes. (Though I have heard rumors about me banning 
sweatpants for next year? Not sure where that idea came 
from.)

What will happen with your advisory involvement with 
SkillsUSA and the International Club?

I am still in charge of the International Club with Mrs. Torres. 
We started this together, so next year she will be taking over 
for me, but I will continue to travel with the club. With Skill-
sUSA, I am still an advisor and I had already confirmed with 
Mrs. Montleon that I will continue to be a part of Skills. I’m 
still advising freshmen for Job Skills Commentary and work-
ing with other juniors and those who I had already begun 
working with for Skills. Mr. Root and I had been thinking of 
putting a team together of Chapter Business Order.

Are you enjoying your new role here at Diman?
I have always loved Diman, and I love the people and kids 
here.

Top 10 of 2014

Songs: 
1. Happy- Pharrell Williams
2. Dark Horse- Katy Perry ft. Juicy J
3. All of Me- John Legend
4. Fancy- Iggy Azalea ft. Charlie XCX
5. Counting Stars- OneRepublic 
6. Talk Dirty- Jason Derulo ft. 2 Chainz
7. Rude- Magic!
8. All About That Bass- Meghan Trainor
9. Problem- Ariana Grande ft. Iggy Azalea
10. Stay with Me- Sam Smith

Movies:
1. Boyhood
2. Birdman
3. Fox Catcher
4. Selma
5. Gone Girl
6. Whiplash
7. The Grand Budapest Hotel
8. Unbroken
9. Under the Skin
10. Interstellar

Twitter Hashtags :
1.  #ICantBreathe
2.  #IAmMikeBrown
3.  #IceBucketChallenge
4.  #BringBackOurGirls
5.  #WorldCup
6.  #WhyIStayed
7.  #UmbrellaRevolution
8.  #YesAllWomen
9.  #TanSuit
10.  #AlexFromTarget

@



SENIORS

Don’t wait - 
send in those 
scholarship 

applications. 

If you need assis-
tance, please seek 

out guidance or 
a trusted faculty 

member. 

Date Event

3/2-3/6 MCAS Testing/Re-testing
3/11 End of Second Trimester
3/31 Co-Op Job Fair
3/31 Spring Advisory Board Meeting
4/20-4/24 April Vacation
4/30-5/1 SkillsUSA State Competitions

Diman Regional Vocational 
Technical High School
251 Stonehaven Road
Fall River, MA 02723
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Upcoming Events - March/April

Don’t forget to cheer on your winter sports athletes!
Go to Athletics > Sports Calendar for the latest game times


