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Diman opened its doors to the 

incoming Classes of 2015, 16, 17, 

and 18 on August 27, 2014.  A 

mixture of bewilderment, some 

grogginess, and overall excitement 

filled the halls as students were ea-

ger to mix with friends and class-

mates from other towns, shops, 

and middle schools.  I.D.s, sched-

ules and visits to the Dean’s and 

Nurse’s offices were in full swing as 

some students adjusted their inter-

nal clocks from afternoon wake-

ups to rising with the sun.  

Welcome Back!

School

 Opened
08.27.14

Do you like to write, draw or photograph?

The Tradesman is interested in publishing your ideas and your work. 
If interested, please contact Mr. Byrnes: nbyrnes@dimanregional.org 
or Mrs. Santos: ssantos@dimanregional.org

Boomer the Bengal

Jonathan Darosa ‘16

Upcoming Issues:

Movie Reviews

Sports Highlights

Pep Rally Pics
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Tips 
  for a 
Successful 

Year

Stay away 
from drama 
and anyone 
who causes it.

Mackenzie ‘15

Don’t worry about 
stupid stuff. Keep a 
positive attutude.
Ian ‘15

Be sure to 
stay away 
from “Shop 
Time Sun-
days”. They 
never work 
out well.
Clayton ‘15

Do NOT 
talk back to 
Olga. 
Seriously.

Vatthana‘16

Positive atmosphere!  
Stay focused! 

Grades are your 
#1 priority.

Kysandra ‘15

Don’t crowd 
the hallways 
and make 
sure to use 
your locker!
 
Shelby ‘15

When exploring shops, make sure to tell each teacher 
that their shop is your #1 choice so you’ll get the most 
points and the best shot at the shop that you actually 
want. But seriously, do your best in each shop, even if 
you don’t like it ... you might learn something useful.
Christian ‘15

Don’t put a 
fake photo on 
your I.D. 
Cassie ‘15
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Oh Captain, My Captain!
Mr. Bentley Takes His Final Bow as Principal

Tradesman Staff
It happened on September 2, 2014. The mustachioed, 
mega-voice of Diman said his heartfelt good-byes 
to the faculty and students (his “family”) of Diman 
Regional, his “home” for the last 38+ years.  De-
spite the sadness and nostalgia, he recently said, “I 
highly recommend retirement to everyone!” After 
13 years as principal, who can blame him? Oversee-
ing a student body that has now reached over 1,400 
- nearly doubled since he took the role as principal, 
has brought its share of logistical headaches. 

However, as he enjoys his time with his family, 
golf games and “sleep-
ing past 4:14 a.m.”, it 
was announced on the 
first day of school for 
the faculty that he will 
become a grandfather 
for the first time at the 
beginning of next year. 
One chapter closes as another opens. 

On his last day at Diman, he shared a few words 
with  staff via email: “be good to each other, care 
for each other, help each other...because that’s what 
families do...I will miss you all, but you will nev-
er be far from my memories and well wishes...not 
Goodbye...more like See You Later!” 

Until Mr. Bentley’s replacement is determined, and 
voted on, by the school committee, Mr. Thomas Li-
brera, Sr. will be the interim Principal. Mr. Librera, 
Sr. was our former Dean of Students until his retire-
ment in 2010.  You can read more about Mr. Librera 
in Alexandra Davis’ interview with him on pg. 6.

“...be good to each other,  
care for each other,  
help each other... 

because that’s what  
families do.”

Circa 1970’s

Circa 1980’s

Circa 1990’s

2014 Yearbook Photo
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HalloweenSafety
Halloween is one of the most  
anticipated holidays all over the  
United States.  Dressing up and get-
ting free candy is a teen’s dream, but it 
can also be scary for those teens that 
are not prepared for the evening, so I’ll 
offer a few tips for that night.

• Bring a flashlight and a cell phone with you. Tuck 
the flashlight in your bag, because even though most 
streets are well-lit, some areas have limited lighting. 

• It is a good idea to check in with your parents every-
so often during the evening, either by calling or texting. 
If you are late going home for any reason, let your 
parents know.

• Stay in a group, never trick or treat alone. If you’re in 
a large group of people, pick a buddy so you can keep 
an eye on each other through the night.

• Obey all traffic laws.  Halloween night usually has 
many children roaming around neighborhoods, many 
in dark clothing, so drivers have to be extra careful. 

• When walking, make sure you use crosswalks to 
cross the street, and remember that it’s important 
to look both ways when crossing the street. Nobody 
wants to get run over, so stay on the sidewalk at all 
times and never walk in the middle of the road. Many 
drivers have a hard time seeing in the dark and do 
not pay attention to the road on Halloween night and 
cause a serious accident.  

• Never go into a stranger’s home or accept un-
wrapped candy.  If you think about it, Halloween is 
the one night you accept candy from people you do 
not even know, but please use common sense.

• Finally, agree on a curfew with your parents and 
make sure to be home by that time.

by Officer Riley
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You might see Mr. Thomas Librera Senior prowling the 
halls or overseeing the lunch room and wonder, “Who’s that 
guy?” He’s our Interim Assistant Superintendent/Principal, 
filling in until we find a replacement for Mr. Bentley. Many 
students might not know who he is, even though he has a 
long history at Diman, so we figured we’d introduce him.

How are you doing? How was your day?
Busy, just sent out meet the teacher night notices, and 
am now organizing the fall advisory board meeting.

Are you enjoying this position for the time being?
Yes, I am enjoying the interaction with the students 
and staff, and of course lunches in Room 251. 

How long have you been an educator?
38 years, since 1975.

What positions have you had throughout the years?
English teacher at Henry Lord 
from 1975-1978, History teacher 
at Durfee from 1978-1982, History 
teacher in Westport from 1982-
1985, Vice Principal in Westport 
from 1985-1995, Principal at 
George R. Austin Middle School 
in Lakeville from 1995-1998, US 
Army from 1998-2001, History 
teacher at Diman from 2001- 2003, 
Dean of Students from 2003-2009.

What did you do or want to do 
before becoming an educator?
Originally I wanted nothing to do 
with school, and wanted to become 
a police officer. In 1967-1971, I 
was in the Navy for the Vietnam 
war, and then came home to my 
wife telling me I was NOT allowed 
to become a police officer. She told 
me to go back to school, where 
she enrolled me and everything. 
So I did, and majored in Political 
Science. 

Real People. Real Advice.

My parents want me to go to a four year university, but I 
want to go to a technical school for a certification program. 
What should I do? - J.C.

Well J.C., I think you should have a discussion with your par-
ents and your guidance counselor about your options 
and financial situation. Do your research on schools for 
the program you want to attend.

My boyfriend wants to hang out with his friends all the time and 
when I do go out with them, I’m the third wheel. I feel like he 
doesn’t treat me the same when they’re around. Help! - C.M.

Give him an ultimatum. It’s saving face in front of his 
friends, or you. Who he chooses will say a lot about him 
as a person.

Need advice? Send your questions to: tradesman@dimanregional.org

Historically Speaking
An Interview with an Interim

Alexendra Davis ‘17
I’m sure you have a connection to Mr. Bentley, and 
have made memories over the years. Do you mind 
sharing any part of it? 
We ran together a long time ago, we’ve always been 
friends. We live relatively close by, so if either of us 
ever needed a ride, we would gladly take each other. 
Mr Bentley was at school before 5 AM, which is the 
same time that, as the Dean of Students, I needed to 
get here for. Mr. Bentley is a great man, a family man, 
and has always loved the Diman family. He’ll always 
be apart of it. 

Do you have anything you’d like to say to this years 
student body?
I am so happy to be here, and happy to help everyone. 
This is the best student body in the state. 

Interesting fact learned over the interview
He has followed Mr. Aubin in his positions throughout 
his years as Diman. First, he took over for Mr. Aubin 
as a history teacher in C203, then followed him into 
the Dean of Students role.
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In Memoriam
Losing One of Our Own
George Tavares, Jr.

Claudia Sebastiao ‘16

George’s car was a feature at this year’s annu-
al Alumni Car Show on September 28th. The 
car show is sponsored every year by the Diman 
Alumni Association to help raise money for the 

Eric J. Delisle Memorial Scholarship Fund. 
Eric was also a former Automotive 

Technology student who passed away 
from a motorcycle accident in 2005 
days before his graduation. 

Alec Coutinho ‘17

Undoubtedly, the most difficult time for students and 
faculty is when we face the untimely death of one of our 
students. George succumbed to injuries in July from a 
motorcycle accident on May 19, 2014. The healing pro-
cess begins with sharing memories of our lively friend, 
classmate and shopmate. The following are memo-
ries from those students who were close to George: 

What is your favorite memory with George?

“Road trips, Portuguese music, issues with his car.”
“He loved Burnouts.”  
— A. Dorias AT/B 

“He always made fun of Civics, then 
bought one.”
“Good friend.”
“We built cars together, but he couldn’t 
fix his own car.”
“I have some parts of his car in mine.”
— E. Souza AT/B 

“He got a Subaru for $500 from a priest.”
“He always made me laugh.”
— C. Arruda AT/B 

“We went to Wal-Mart and rode around in wheel chairs.”
“He always said ‘Just get back up, and do it again.’ It was
a favorite quote of his.”
— N. Resendes CA/B

“He was a very respectable kid. He was well-liked by his 
peers. Sometimes people use cliches to say students al-
ways did what was asked, but for George it was true. I 
knew the family, he’d do anything for you.”
— Mr. Chicarro – AT Dept. Head



Bengals Showing Their Bite

Varsity Football - Home Games
Date Time Opponent
10/24 7:00 pm Bishop Connolly
11/27 10:00 am Greater New Bedford 

RVTHS

Varsity Girls Volleyball - Home Games
Date Time Opponent
10/23 5:00 pm Bishop Connolly

Boys Soccer (8-1-1; 4-0 in the league)

Girls Soccer (4-4-1; 4-0 in the league)
According to Coach Lima, “We have a group of girls with 
excellent skills. Quite a few of them are on the honor roll, 
and they really follow the leadership of our captains, Lacy 
Perry and Rebekah Costa.”

Girls XC (5-1, 4-1 in the league)
9/26 - WON the city championship vs Durfee and Bishop 
Connolly*

Boys XC (4-6, 4-4 in the league)
According to Coach Santos, “The duo of Sr. Matt Tillson 
and Jr. Zach Melo have been running well.  Matt took 3rd in 
the Fall River City Championship and Zach took 4th. Matt 
followed that up with his first individual victory in a race vs 
Old Colony. Zach came in second right behind Matt. Matt 
and Zach placed 1st and 2nd again here on our home 
course vs. Norfolk County and South Shore.”

Diman’s fall sports teams are looking to duplicate the success of last spring’s teams, with five squads 
performing especially successfully – boys and girls soccer, boys and girls cross country, and golf. All 
four teams are “running away” with their leagues, or are at least highly-competitive.

Bengal PRIDE     Bengal PROUD

Diman Regional Vocational 
Technical High School
251 Stonehaven Road
Fall River, MA 02723
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