
TradesmanThe

On February 6, 2013, Dr. Irving Fradkin paid a visit to Diman Regional to present the library with a 
book entitled Dr. Irving Fradkin: Words to Ignite the American Dream by Glida Arruda.  Dr. Fradkin, a 
man who has had  great impact on education throughout the world, talked to Diman students about 
their role in their future education. He said, “Education was free once upon a time and it should still be 
that way today.” To help worthy students pay for their education he created a  program in 1958 called 
Scholarship America, also known as Dollars for 
Scholars, to help students get the education 
they deserve. Since 1958, he has helped two 
million students directly with their education, and 
another five million indirectly. He started Dollars 
for Scholars with one dollar. He said, “All it takes 
is one thing, one idea, one action to do something 
you believe in.” Now Dollars for Scholars is 
helping students with their education throughout 
America by raising over 1.5 billion dollars. 

As Dr. Fradkin discussed the book, we discovered 
that Mrs. Montleon, our superintendent, actually 
contributed to Dr. Fradkin’s book. She says in 
the book, “ Fifty years ago Dr. Fradkin was an 
optometrist with a vision. Today, he is an inspiration. Long retired from his profession, he works full 
time to ensure that opportunities for young people continue to be reality. Dr. Irving Fradkin is living 
proof that one man with vision, energy, and commitment can make a difference.” 

When we asked him what was the single best advice he could give to Diman seniors, he said, 
“Students are the future and you should not let financial needs come in the way of your dreams. Don’t 
forget that you have unsung heroes, teachers and guidance counselors, to help you.”
    
     by Ashlynn Krauzyk &Yashira Pedraza-Rosario

Dr. Fradkin Visits Diman



S
H
O
P   

T
A
L
K

The Bengal Buzz
GC- The Graphic Communications juniors are busy working towards their Adobe Certification 
by creating design campaigns that will work successfully in both print and web-based media.

DA- Students helped with the Polished Program, a program open to all Diman students, 
regardless if they have dental insurance or not. This program gives students a chance to get a 
cleaning, dental exam, sealants, and a fluoride treatment.

HA-Students are learning how to provide oral hygiene and denture care to patients

ET- Students are preparing for the upcoming Robotic Competitions. CONGRATS to them 
on winning the Golden Can Trophy, which was the result of coming together as a shop and 
donating 1, 081 canned goods and non-perishable items to the Annual Diman Key Club Food 
Drive

FM- As well as helping with the Solar Array project, sophomores got the opportunity to paint the 
interior of the Fall River police station.

CA- Calorie Counts will start to be displayed with the meals we serve at Diman. Culinary Arts 
students came together and placed second in the Annual Diman Key Club Food Drive. 

EL- Students are wiring the House Solar Project for the school. 

CC- Students built a podium and presented it to Mayor Will Flanagan of Fall River.

MF- Students fixed a Fall River police trailer with radar and also repaired the grills that were 
used to cook food during the Christmas Parade in Fall River.

PL- While Juniors and Seniors are out working on the Westport house, freshman students are 
working on a series of bench work projects, and sophomores are learning water piping and 
how to work with drain waste vents (DWV)

DR- Juniors are finishing their Trades Project, designing a foundation plan for a house, 
then creating the foundation plan details and wall section details. All that is left is two more 
drawings.

HVAC- Students are installing air-conditioners in various parts of the building.

MT-Sophomores are creating a scale model of an M1 A1 ABRAMS Tank. Juniors are being 
introduced to work on CNC machines.

AC- More students are getting the opportunity to go on co-op recently, and junior and seniors 
are working with new waterborne paint systems

AT-Students are engaged in completing live projects and are finishing an extensive project in 
the city for a non-profit organization.

   by Ashlynn Krauzyk &Yashira Pedraza-Rosario



Competing in SkillsUSA was 
an experience that I will carry 
with me for the rest of my 
life. As a freshman at Diman 
Regional Vocational Technical 
High School, I competed in the 
Exploratory Project DEMO. At 
the district level competition 
I placed first, qualifying me 
to compete at the state level. 
Unfortunately, this was as far 
as my journey went. Although 
taking home a medal is a nice 
accolade I am grateful just to 
have competed. It gave me an 
opportunity to compete against 
other students across the state.  
Competing with other students 

who had a similar educational 
background made me realize 
that throughout my entire life I 
am going to have to compete 
to survive, not just with a few 
people but the world itself, 
especially in the occupational 
world, with co-workers and 
other businesses. To survive 
you need to always give your 
best effort in everything you 
do, whether it is mopping a 
floor or engineering a vehicle. 
With hard work you will always 
prevail. SkillsUSA opened 
my eyes and motivated me to 
always strive for the best that 
I can accomplish. Win or lose, 

having a work ethic that is 
modeled around these beliefs 
will allow you to achieve any 
goal you can dream. You have 
to be the one to step up to the 
challenge, otherwise you won’t 
gain anything. Don’t be scared 
of competition, instead embrace 
it. So what if you lose? You can 
learn from your mistakes and 
try again next time. I encourage 
and challenge anyone to take 
a chance and go for gold in 
SkillsUSA. I did, why not you?

SkillsUSA

SkillsUSA Massachusetts District 2 Regional Competition Winners

by Nick Desmaris

Emilie Jolivet GC Advertising Design Gold 
Zachary Krauzyk DR Architectural Drafting Gold 
Jesse Miranda DR Architectural Drafting Silver 
Trey Stabell DR Architectural Drafting Bronze 
Brandon Bartkowiak  MT Automated Manufacturing Gold
Dalton Fontaine MT Automated Manufacturing Gold 
Taylor Langley DR Automated Manufacturing Gold 
Robert Martins AC Automotive Refinishing Silver 
Moses Estrella AT Automotive Service Technology   
      Bronze 
Nicholas Aspessi CC Cabinetmaking  Gold 
David Barata CC Cabinetmaking  Silver 
David Correira CC Carpentry  Silver 
Jonathon Ferreira  MT CNC Milling  Gold 
Tyler Lavoie MT CNC Milling  Bronze
Zachary Camara MT CNC Turning  Gold 
Nicholas Parente MT CNC Turning  Silver 
Brunna Ferreira CA Commercial Baking Gold 
Michaela Martins CA Commercial Baking Silver 
Megan Murray CA Commercial Baking Bronze
Robert Medeiros CA Culinary Arts  Silver 
Jonathan Candido DA Dental Assisting  Gold 
Madison Rapoza DA Dental Assisting  Silver 
Clayton Golz ET Electronics   Silver 
Robert Larrivee ET Electronics  Bronze
Jay Lee  ET Electronics  Gold 
Matthew Machado HA First Aid/CPR  Gold 
Robin Marvel LPN First Aid/CPR  Silver 
Chelsea Neville HA First Aid/CPR  Bronze 
Brenda Farias GC Graphic Communications Bronze
Alex Medeiros HVAC HVAC      Silver 
Joshua Thibault EL Industrial Motor Controls Silver 
Justin Costa MT Precision Machning Silver 
Alex Ledo MT Precision Machning Gold 

Glan DeOliveira FM Masonry   Silver 
Jason Gray FM Masonry   Gold 
Joshua Rosa FM Masonry   Bronze
Danielle Candido ET Moblie Robotics  Silver
Sean Croft ET Moblie Robotics  Bronze
Kenneth Forcier ET Moblie Robotics  Silver
Joshua Valliere ET Moblie Robotics  Bronze
Ifenzite Onujogu HA Nurse Assisting  Bronze
Ashley Farias GC Photography  Gold 
Eric Lepage ET Photography  Bronze
Joseph Pietropaulo GC Photography  Silver 
Jacob Ferreira PL Plumbing  Silver
Manuel Abrantes FM Power Equipment Technology 
      Bronze 
Vincent Raposa FM Power Equipment Technology 
      Gold 
Crystal Aguiar LPN Practical Nursing  Silver 
Hayden Boule ET Robotics & Automation Silver 
Ashley Cadorette  ET Robotics & Automation Silver 
Lucas Dos Santos ET Robotics & Automation Gold 
Victoria Winters ET Robotics & Automation Gold 
Paula Carreiro GC Screen Printing  Bronze  
Shelby Fontaine GC Screen Printing  Gold 
Vannyka Sim GC Screen Printing  Silver 
Carl Medeiros MF Sheet Metal  Silver 
Evan Camara FM Teamworks  Bronze 
Cody Aguiar PL Teamworks  Bronze 
Steven Knight EL Teamworks  Bronze
Zack Levesque CC Teamworks  Bronze
Justin Charron DR Technical Drafting Bronze 
Daniel Servant DR Technical Drafting Gold 
Dan Uehara DR Technical Drafting Silver 
Phil Dube MF Welding   Bronze 
William Partington MF Welding   Silver 



 The Photography Club’s relatively short three-
year existence has brought exponential growth to 
the photography skills of the students involved. The 
entertaining and educational environment provided 
by the instructors and the members is fueled by a 
common interest in photography of all kinds. All of 
the Photography Club’s members share a passion 
for photography, and each person expresses that 
passion in their own way using their own unique 
style. Every meeting is kept interesting by viewing 
new photographs with oddly intriguing perspectives 
and unorthodox lighting. No two shots look the same. 
In addition, each meeting leaves the members with 
an assignment to take a new photo using a set 
theme. The themes provided can be anything from 
self-portraiture to night photography, and even as 
adventurous as sneaking a candid shot of a stranger! 

 The Photography Club is undoubtedly a fun 
club to be a part of, not only because of the meetings 
and photography assignments. Every year, the 
Photography Club takes an end-of-the-year trip to 
a location that is democratically decided upon. Last 
year, the trip was to New York City. The coach bus 
provided to us for the ride was only the beginning of 
an extravagant trip to New York City, leaving each 
student with many, many photographs documenting 
each aspect of the trip. 

Along with a trip to New York City, all of the members 
enjoyed getting some exposure to the professional 
part of photography by featuring their own work in The 
Narrows Art Gallery in Fall River, MA with UMASS 
Dartmouth students’ work. This show enabled the 
Photography Club to expose their work to the public. 

Focus On...

Eric LePage Eric LePage

The turnout for the show was larger than anyone 
expected, and all of the photographs received 
positive feedback. The quality of the photographs 
left many people thinking, ‘I can’t believe these 
photos came from high school students!’ This year, 
the Photography Club’s exhibit will be moved to the 
front of the house as the headlining attraction at 
The Narrows, and we are hoping to get even more 
attention than last year.

 Along with the Photography Show at the 
Narrows, the Photo Club also participated in Skills 
USA in 2011 and 2012. In 2011, Joseph Pietropaolo 
earned a silver medal in the district competition, 
earning him a spot in the state competition. In 2012, 
Ashley Farias earned silver in the district competition, 
also earning her a spot in the state competition, 
while Joseph Pietropaolo took the bronze medal. In 
2011, the first year that Diman’s photography club 
competed in the district competition for photography, 
only Joe Pietropaolo competed, but in 2012 the 
Photography Club sent four members to the 
district competition; Ashley Farias, Brenda Farias, 
Joseph Pietropaolo, and Eric LePage. In the 2013 
competition, the Photography Club is hoping to send 
at least one member to the National Competition in 
Kansas City, Missouri. 

 If you are interested in becoming a member, 
sign up for the Photography Club outside the 
Electronics Shop or the Graphic Communications 
shop in October of the 2013-2014 school year. 

 

Photography Club

by Eric LePage
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Co-op Program 

The Role of the School Resource Officer
I, Officer James J Riley am assigned to Diman Regional Vocational Technical High School as the School 
Resource Officer. This assignment is designed to work in collaboration with the school department to provide a 
safe and secure setting, that is conducive to a productive educational 
environment. An SRO has a diverse role in the school community and has many duties and responsibilities.The 
School Resource Officer is Fall River Police Officer, whose 
assignment is working at a school. The SRO is assigned 
on a long term basis. I have been assigned to Diman for 11 
years. 

The SRO is trained to perform three major roles:
                    police officer (law enforcement)
                    law-related counselor
                    law related educator
In addition, the police officer works in collaboration with 
the school and the community as a resource for safety and 
security issues.
 
The school becomes the officer’s beat. The SRO has 
many micro roles; they help the school administration in maintaining a safe and secure environment. School 
administrators also benefit from the training the SRO has through his role as a police officer. The SRO provides 
a highly visible presence to deter or identify trespassers on school grounds. SROs provide a service to the 
surrounding community by addressing concerns such as loitering, speeding or loud car radios. The students, 
when going to or from school, often generate these types of community complaints. 

     Diman has been offering 
the co-op program since 1976. 
Students are eligible to go on 
co-op the last trimester of junior 
year, and continue through senior 
year.To be eligible for co-op, you 
must have the approval of all 
your instructors, both academic 
and vocational, your guidance 
counselor, and the administration. 
You are required to have earned 
a minimum of a 2.5 average 
on a four-point scale in your 
Employability Skills Competencies 
and must maintain a grade of 
70 or higher in all classes. 

Students on co-op are employed 
a minimum of 30 hours per 
week, but may not work more 

than 9 hours per day or 48 
hours per week. All students 
are paid by the company which 
employs them at the rate 
established by the company.

There are currently 132 seniors 
on co-cop, which is a substantial 
portion of the senior class. 
Over 80 businesses in the 
Southeastern Massachusetts 
and Rhode Island area currently 
participate in Diman’s cooperative 
education. The Cooperative 
Education Coordinator, Mr. 
Lazaro is always looking for 
more interested businesses.

Co-op is a great experience and 
provides many benefits to students 
who participate, Students learn 

to apply  classroom theory in the 
workplace. As a result, they are 
better able to set realistic academic 
goals that lead to meaningful 
employment. By working with 
industry standard equipment 
students increase technological 
knowledge and develop an 
understanding of a workplace 
environment while collaborating  
on workplace problems.

Additional benefits include 
tuition reimbursement (35% of 
companies offer this benefit). 
Seventy percent of Diman co-op 
jobs lead to part-time or full-time 
work after high school. The Diman 
cooperative education program 
is an opportunity for anyone 
seriously planning their future.

by Lindsay Raposa

by Officer Riley



The Bengal Kitty

by Alexandra Santos

At my Bengal soccer practice in late August 2011, a litter of about 
five baby kittens was found in the storage garage at Diman Regional. 
Among those baby kittens was a feisty little female. Naturally, out of 
all the kittens, she was the one I chose to be mine. My father had to 
speak to my coach to confirm I could indeed bring her home and take 
care of her. 

I brought her to my mother’s work 
to show her my new baby and at 
first she said there was absolutely 
no way I could have another pet in 
my household. After some 
consideration and showing the 
kitten to her coworkers, that 

quickly changed. We brought her home and named her Nala 
Murphy.  

The vet estimated she was about three weeks old or even 
younger. My boyfriend, my mother or I had to bottle feed her and 
apply a warm paper towel to her bottom to help her go to the 
bathroom every 3 hours. She stayed in a laundry basket on the side of my bed while I slept 
because she was so small I didn’t want to lose her! At soccer practice, we considered her our 
mascot. My mother brought her to our games to cheer us on. She loved being outside in the fresh air. 

As she grew, my responsibilities slowly diminished, but 
not completely and they never will. Even though her 
looks prove her to be part Mancoon, her weight surely 
doesn’t. She’s a peanut weighing only about 7 pounds 
fully grown. Nala is still feisty and loves to attack feet 
when people are sleeping. She’s very playful and friendly 
but doesn’t like to be picked up. Her favorite things to do 
are look out the window, lie in the sunshine and eat cat 
treats. My experience with Nala has been great. She was 
a big responsibility to take on when she was a baby, but 
it turned out to be very rewarding. I couldn’t have picked 
a better cat and I wouldn’t trade her for the world. She’s 
my personal gift from Diman and I’ll always think of her 
as “The Bengal Kitty.”    



 The Tradesman. That is the newspaper that is sent home a few times a year. Have you ever 
picked one up and taken a peek behind the cover? The Tradesman is written by students just like you 
to inform you about the accomplishments of your fellow students in all areas around Diman including 
vocational, academic, athletic, and extra-curricular. The Tradesman is not anything new here at 
Diman. It has been around for a long time. The first issue of the Tradesman was written and published 
back in 1950! Wow. Diman was still part of the Fall River Public School system back then. It was not 
always sent home either. It was not until Mr. Ramos (the former Superintendent-Director) decided 
it would be a good idea to send the Tradesman home to keep students and parents informed that it 
began being sent home. So if you have a good story to share or an activity that is doing special things, 
get in touch and The Tradesman will tell your story to the Diman family.

-- Pick up a copy and keep up on your Diman news! --

History of the Tradesman
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