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The Tradesman
2012

All members of the Diman community 
are currently in the process 
of completing a self-study in 
preparation for the decennial 
evaluation by NEASC (New 
England Association of  Schools and 
Colleges), a regional accreditation 
association which sets standards for 
all levels of education. The self-
study is a year long process which 
will culminate in a vist from the 
accreditation team in October 2013.

From the desk of Mr. Ferreira- 
 Diman will be adding a new bio-tech 

elective in the Fall 2013.

From the desk of Mr. Aubin- 
	 “Proficient	isn’t	sufficient.”	To	

intensify the delivery of mathematics 
instruction in all vocational areas, 
Diman will offer a professional 
development class to vocational 
teachers entitled  Common Core 
Mathematics in the Vocational 
Realm.

From the desk of Mrs. Miller-
 Juniors and Seniors-Financial Aid 

Night will be held on December 4th 
at 6:00 PM. All are welcome.

 Freshman- Shop selection sheets 
are due December 7th for B week 
students and December 14th for A 
week students.

Fast Facts:
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THE BENGAL 
BUZZ
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OT – Trying a new system, in which all students rotate among four teachers each 
day, instead of having just one designated teacher

GC – Completing several “live work” projects for community, as well as Diman’s Ad-
missions Night Packet 

DA – Learning how to make and customize individual mouth guards
HA – While CPR certifications are taking place, students are wasting no time at all to 

jump into their Trades Fair projects for this year.
ET – Seniors are learning to work a program called PBASIC™, in which they enter a 

command and a robot talks.
FM – Students are working with the Westport Highway System. Seniors were ec-

static to find out their bus has a working microwave.
CA – Starting the new school year off with healthy menus by eliminating processed 

foods and introducing fresh healthy ones
EL – Installed the solar array on the south side of building, which will provide power 

to the Electronics shop
MF – Just created and installed the two hydration systems for the athletic fields and 

built the picnic tables for Father Kelly Park
CC – Seniors are working on the 2012-2013 house building project which is located 

at 7 Mackady Court, Westport, MA.
PL – Students are in the process of installing all plumbing at the Westport House and 

are also putting in a well.
MT – Students restored hand crank for various gun mounts on the USS Massachu-

setts, which are over 70 years old.
DR – Designed and drafted the kitchen cabinet layout for the Westport house and 

the structure unit the Electrical shop will use to mount solar panels

HVAC – Juniors are learning commercial refrigeration.

AC & AT – Everyday brings a new project. Exploratory is what is new.

by Ashlynn Krauzyk
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 Have you ever wondered about the fence and gate you pass every day on your way into Diman? Who 
worked on it? How long ? How was the artwork on it constructed? This may come as a surprise to you, but the 
answer is students. Students just like you from the graduating class of 2011, 2012, and 2013 worked on the 
gate. “Their hard work and dedication in applying their trade knowledge reinforced to all students and the com-
munity	that	the	vocational	education	mission	and	vision	of	Diman	is	working,”	says	Mr.	Carreiro	from	Metal	
Fabrication and Welding. The following shops were involved in the making of the fence and gate:Drafting, 
Metal Fabrication and Welding, Carpentry, and Auto Body. 
	 The	idea	for	the	project	was	first	presented	to	Mr.Carreiro	of	Metal	Fabrication	and	Welding	in	2010	by	
Mr. Benevides (Buildings and Grounds Administrator). Before the new and improved fence and gate was built, 
it	was	just	an	old	chain	link	fence	that	had	been	there	since	the	school	was	first	constructed	in	1968.	It	was	defi-
nitely time for a new one. 
 How long did it take to construct our fence? Surprisingly construction on the fence is still going on! 
“Because of the enormous scope of this project and student time lines during the school year, this project was 
created	to	be	accomplished	in	different	phases	by	different	students	over	future	years,”	said	Mr.	Carreiro	from	
Metal	Fabrication	and	Welding.	The	first	phase	of	the	project	is	about	90%	completed,	and	the	second	phase	is	
about half way there. 
 How were the artwork and symbols constructed? The artwork and symbols were created through a 
collaborative effort between Drafting students, Mr. Sweet (the instructor) and Metal Fabrication and Welding 
students.  The Drafting Department created the plans in AutoCAD. This program digitizes any graphic from 
a	raster	image	to	a	vector	image	(known	as	DXF	file	format).	The	DXF	file	is	then	sent	to	students	in	Metal	
Fabrication	and	Welding	where	they	double	check	everything	for	accuracy.	The	file	is	then	uploaded	from	a	
computer	to	the	shop’s	CNC	Plasma	Cutting	machine	where	it	is	cut	and	sent	to	Auto	Body.
 All four shops play an important role in this project. Drafting came up with the plans and designs for 
the	fence,	gate,	and	even	the	artwork!	Students	in	Carpentry	constructed	“wooden	jigs”	that	were	used	as	
templates to make sure each of the 40 foot sections of the fence were alike. Metal Fabrication and Welding 
assemble the fence and construct the artwork and symbols using the plans from the Drafting Department. Last, 
but certainly not least, the Auto Body shop at Diman paints the fence.
 So when you drive by the fence you should realize that people you may know, people you may see ev-
ery day in the hallways, have the skill and dedication needed to build a functional work of art. 

From the Desk of the Bengal Snoops
Kenzi Valcourt and Kysandra Levesque
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Fall Sports
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Congratulations to all the 
athletes and coaches on a great season!
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 Walking	down	the	hallway	I	am	seen	as	a	tom-boy,	but	in	reality,	I’m	girly	and	love	
to live in my makeup. Ms. Black-Hoodie has a story to tell. My name is Taylor-Lynne Marie 
Steen-DeCouto	and	makeup	is	my	passion.		I	have	been	doing	extreme	makeup	for	about	
four	years.	I	have	always	been	a	horror	movie	fan,	and	one	day	I	decided	to	make	myself	
into	a	movie	monster.	I	instantly	fell	in	love.	Since	then,	I	have		experimented	with	color,	
texture	and	materials.	My	process	always	begins	the	same	way:	I	set	up	my	tools,	makeup,	a	
mirror,	a	clean	face,	and	an	idea.	Once	I’ve	decided	on	the	look	I	want,	I	go	to	work.	
	 For	my	most	recent	piece,	I	wanted	to	embody	the	true	me;	gory	and	glamorous.	Be-
fore	laying	my	foundation,	I	traced	an	outline	in	white-eye	pencil	where	I	wanted	the	gore	
to	start.	I	covered	my	right	eyebrow	of	Elmer’s	stick	glue	and	translucent	powder.	For	the	
special	effects,	I	stippled	liquid	latex	onto	the	area	inside	the	white	outline,	applied	one-ply	
toiled	paper	on	top,	and	stippled	on	an	additional	coat	of	liquid	latex	to	seal	it.	Two	ad-
ditional	layers	created	texture.	Once	the	piece	was	stiff,	I	used	sharp	tweezers	to	tear	some	
holes	in	the	face	and	applied	foundation	over	my	entire	face.	Then	I	concealed	my	imperfec-
tions	on	the	glamour	side	and	applied	powder	to	set	the	makeup.	For	color.	I	began	on	the	
gore	side	and	filled	in	the	eye	socket		and	contoured	with	black,	following	the	guides	of	my	
natural	bone	structure.	I	shaded	the	remaining	face	with	various	shades	of	red	and	brown.	
Finally,	I	shaded	the	edge	of	each	hole	in	brown	and	black.	On	the	glamour	side	I	added	
a	base,	contour,	and	highlight	color	to	my	lid.	Next	was	eyeliner,	false	lashes,	and	filling	
in	my	eyebrows.	To	complete	the	skin,	I	contoured	my	face	with	a	soft	brown	shade,	and	
applied	a	rosy	blush.	Finally,	I	tied	the	whole	face	together	with	some	bold	pink	lips,	some	
glitter	under	my	glamour	eye,	and	plenty	of	blood.	Finally	I	was	able	to	let	my	hair	down	
and rock out for my pictures. The whole process takes a few hours.
	 Makeup	is	one	of	my	many	talents,	and	I	strongly	encourage	others	to	explore	theirs.	
Life	is	too	short	to	worry	about	what	people	think.	This	is	why	I	choose	to	be	a	perfect	me,	
regardless of what anyone says. Sometimes hobbies turn into interesting careers. 

THE MANY FACES OF DIMAN
by Taylor Steen-DeCouto



page 7

 A new year is underway for the Spotlight program. Mrs. Jonsson, Spotlight Coordinator, has 
already	attended	two	activities	with	her	Spotlight	students,	and	it’s	only	just	begun!	Spotlight	is	an	after	
school	program	that	many	area	high	schools	attend.	It	has	been	in	existence	for	thirty-three	years,	and	
Diman	has	participated	for	thirty	of	those	years	in	this	great	program.	It	is	held	at	UMASS	Dartmouth	
every Thursday from 3:15 to 5:00 PM. Students have a choice of joining for the  fall or spring semes-
ter,	or	both!	It	is	a	great	way	to	meet	new	people	and	enjoy	activities	like	the	two	the	group	has	already	
attended, the African Music Festival and the Boston Duck Tours. Mrs. Jonsson and her Spotlight crew 
attended the African Music Festival on September 13th.	It	was	conducted	by	UMASS	Dartmouth	Pro-
fessor Royal Hartigan, who teaches the students the Kekeli African Drum, and how to dance and sing. 
Students	also	learned	what	each	dance	represents.	There	are	currently	about	sixty	Diman	students	that	
attend Spotlight.  
	 Unfortunately,	it	is	too	late	to	sign	up	for	this	semester,	but	there	will	be	another	chance	to	
join	again	at	the	beginning	of	March.	To	join	Spotlight,	students	must		fill	out	a	registration	form	from	
UMASS	Dartmouth	and	a	permission	form	from	Diman,	letting	parents	know	that	students	will	return	at	
Diman at 5:30. Spotlight is for sophomores, juniors, and seniors in good academic standing.  
  Some of the other activities that Spotlight participates in are creating comic books, graphic nov-
els,	working	with	genealogy,	drumming,	beginner’s	Arabic,	yoga,	cooking,	art,	lectures,	and	much	more.	
The	lecture	series	covers	topics	such	as	Exploring	the	Paranormal,	Burning	the	Candle	at	Both	Ends	
Without	Burning	Out,	and	Middle	Eastern	Terrorism.	There	are	also	field	trips	to	NYC	Metropolitan	Art	
Museum	and	a	Harvard	University	tour	conducted	by	a	Harvard	student.	Consider	joining	the	fun.

SPOTLIGHT
New York City trip- Fall 2012

by Lindsay Raposa
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What’s for Lunch? by Lindsay Raposa
 
 Michelle Obama is pushing to get schools to eat 
healthier to decrease childhood obesity, but is targeting 
schools the right choice? This year, it was expected that 
prices of school lunch would increase because of the pas-
sage of the United States Healthy, Hunger-Free Kids Act 
of 2010. Students in some schools have been complain-
ing about the change of lunch, and have gone to the ex-
treme of uploading videos to YouTube saying that they 
aren’t getting enough calories throughout the day, and 
are tired when they attend after-school clubs and sports. 
Multiple parodies of songs have been done by students 
to explain how they feel about the new lunch portions. 

 Students in New Bedford have been selling 
chocolate milk and snacks they bring from home 
because they are unable to get what they want at lunch, 
which has caused issues in their schools. 
 How is Michelle Obama’s plan affecting you 
and Diman? Some students haven’t even noticed the 
change because it has been a slow process getting  
schools in every state to serve healthier food, and 
schools only make small changes during each year. One 
Diman student was sad to lose some menu items that 
“taste good”. Will the change to healthy school menus 
continue, or will people soon forget about the subject 
and continue with the traditional school lunches?  
 

Tradesman Contributors
Lindsay Raposa-Editor in Chief

Taylor Steen-DeCouto 
Ashlynn Krauzyk 
Kenzi Valcourt

Kysandra Levesque 
Alexis	Vadeboncoeur

Jeremy Petrosso
Audrey Worrell 

Want to help with the Tradesman?
Stop by room B102, or email Mrs. Lacasse at 

mlacasse@dimanregional.org


