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While most students spent the summer working or 
relaxing with friends, senior Dylan Barcelos spent 
his summer researching cancer with the Dana-Far-
ber/Harvard Cancer Center CURE internship pro-
gram. He was inspired to sign up because of the lab 
researched-based experience, something he had prior 
knowledge on thanks to his participation in Diman’s 
Genes in Space team. 
From June 19 to August 26, Barcelos commuted to 
Boston to develop a drug that could repair a mutated 
DNA pathway found in T-Cell Lymphoblastic Leuke-
mia cancer cell. Working alongside expert doctors and 
researchers, he also was able to assess if the cancer cells 
were more sensitive to the inhibitory drugs than nor-
mal, unmutated cells. 
Through the CURE program, high school and col-
lege students are chosen by the Dana-Farber/Harvard 
Cancer Center, the largest National Cancer Institute 
in the country, to “conduct hands-on, real-life scien-
tific research under the mentorship of an experienced 
researcher,” according to their website. The program 
strives to give internship opportunities to students from 
Massachusetts who have a passion for biomedicine or 
a health-related research career. This worked out well 
for Barcelos, who plans to become either a molecular 
biology or biochemistry researcher.
 Barcelos explained that this opportunity gave him ex-
perience at a young age in a complex, high-tech field. He 
hopes that the experience will benefit his future, saying, 
“It gave me experience at a young age in a complicated, 
high-tech field.”
As a culminating event to the CURE summer program, 
the interns presented their findings at a panel in front 
of Dana Farber researchers. “Being able to answer the 
questions researchers asked me at the panel was one of 
the most rewarding parts of the internship. It made me 
feel like I was a part of the community.” 
Barcelos advises any student who wishes to pursue sim-
ilar endeavors to read scientific literature and never stop 
thinking.
He presented his experience to the Diman faculty on  
October 18. 

Need Photo of 
Dylan Barcelos

“It gave me 

experience at 

a young age in 

a complicated, 

high-tech field.”

       – Dylan Barcelos
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Diman and EcoCAR BY CHEYENNE TAVARES

The University of Alabama’s EcoCAR 3 Diversity Initia-
tive is an outreach program designed to bring together 
high school students of different backgrounds to “light 
the fire” of curiosity in engineering. The University of 
Alabama partnered with Diman Regional Vocational 
Technical High School and Braintree High School, a 
comprehensive school. The goal of this was for us stu-
dents to collaborate and learn technical and academic 
skills from each other in an engineering setting, as well 
as to gain a college experience. 

The first week of the program 
consisted of settling into the 
dorm rooms, ACT prep, learn-
ing about EcoCar, and contrib-
uting to the Formula SAE team. 
Each day, we concentrated on 
a certain subject for the ACT 
and eventually covered English, 
reading, math, and science. We 
also had a crash course from 
EcoCar members about the 2016 
Camaro used for the competi-
tion and began to understand 
different parts of the car and 
how they connect to make the 
car run. I can now say I know 
what many parts of the car are 
used for, such as the differential, 
which I’ve never heard of before this experience.  
Perhaps the most interesting and fun part of this pro-
gram was working with the Formula SAE team. Each 
night, we went to their work area and learned about 
their go-kart, as well as made repairs on another go-
kart. Through this we learned teamwork and collabo-
ration, as well as the importance of brainstorming and 
troubleshooting. The second week of the program was 
more focused on the EcoCar itself. We began learning 
to use new software called Solidworks. We used Solid-
works to create parts and supports for the mule car 
which was a metal frame produced by Diman, intended 
to replicate the 2016 Camaro. 

We were paired in a diverse group of two and three 
people, and were given various projects to work on 
throughout the rest of the time we spent in Alabama. 
These projects really allowed us to understand what en-
gineering is, how to work as teams, communicate effec-
tively, and how to manage our time wisely. At the end 
of the second week, we took a trip from Tuscaloosa to 
Birmingham and did a “locked in” challenge, where all 
five of us were locked in a laboratory room for an hour 

and had to work together to attempt to 
escape. We ended up not finding a few 
clues and didn’t complete the challenge, 
although we learned the real challenge; 
communication.  
During the third week, we began as-
sembling parts for the mule and placed 
the tires on it. We also finished design-
ing our supports for the car pieces that 
are to be placed on the mule. I used my 
background in graphic communica-
tions to design a t-shirt for the program. 
Towards the end of the trip, we reflected 
on all that we accomplished and gave 
a presentation to Dr. Puzinauskas, the 
professor in charge of EcoCAR and the 
program, Ashley Phan, our supervisor, 
and Mr. Dembrow, a former Diman 
teacher and current Braintree teacher. 

The opportunity to stay at the University of Alabama 
for three weeks was a once in a lifetime experience. As a 
group, we were placed in situations that challenged our 
comfort zones and were at times stressful. The challeng-
es encouraged us to learn and forced us to think and 
use our brain to the best of our ability. These situations 
allowed us to excel as students and gave us the chance to 
learn about ourselves. Not only did we learn about me-
chanical/electrical engineering, we also experienced a 
different part of the country. Although the temperature 
rarely ever dropped below ninety degrees, Alabama was 
beautiful and so full of history (mainly football). Speak-
ing for myself, I developed new friendships, expanded 
my learning horizons, and discovered potential in my-
self that I didn’t even realize was there. 
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Genes In Space is an extracurricular science program 
here at Diman Regional that gives students the oppor-
tunity to combat scientific problems and improve them 
for the better. 
The program, brought to Diman by Mrs. O’Connell, is 
an opportunity to let students learn to scientifically re-
solve problems, design experiments and offer a solution. 
In the past, the program finished Top 5 in the country 
as a finalist. Because of this honor, they were given the 
chance to speak with Congress and travel to Washing-
ton D.C. The students learned how to do independent 
research, collaborate and learn leadership. 

Genes in Space will 

hopefully inspire 

people to go into 
the science industry 
and help open many 
doors that will have 
a huge impact on all 
of our futures. Who 
knows? Maybe it’ll help someone become a scientist 
that will help cure cancer.
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BY ELIZABETH DESMARAIS

Pep Rally photographs courtesy of: Kylie Cooper, Coraliz Rivera-Cruz and 
Carmen Pichazaca
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Former English teacher Dr. Warren first came 
to Diman Regional a decade ago. She has taught 
a wide-range of students – from students who 
struggle, to college-leveled ones. 

Working at Diman, she believes the most re-
warding part of her job is the ability to work 
with the people she knows will make the most 
impact on students. The worst part being, she 
says, would be leaving at the end of her day 
knowing that there are students that leave still 
struggling. 

Formerly at Keith Junior High School and West-
port High School, Dr. Warren is certain that af-
ter 10 years of being at Diman Regional, this is 
her final place to work. 

She offered some sage advice to students: “Don’t 
close doors. There are opportunities offered to 
you every day.”

Diman’s sports teams are wrapping up a largely-suc-
cessful fall season. Boys’ cross country, football, golf, 
and boys’ soccer all finished with winning records.

VARSITY FOOTBALL 
Varsity football qualified for the 2017 MIAA State but 
were unable to overcome two-time state champion 
Mashpee. The team will play for the State Vocation-
al Tournament, Thursday, November 17 at Shawsheen 
Technical.

BOYS VARSITY SOCCER
Boys soccer earned a spot in the State Vocational Cham-
pionship by defeating North Shore Metro Tech, but fell 
to New Bedford Voke in the final game. They also qual-
ified for the 2017 MIAA State Tournament, where were 
defeated by Walpole. 

VARSITY CHEERLEADING
The varsity squad qualified for the Regional Tournament. 

GOLF
For the first time in the history of the Mayflower 
Conference, a hole-in-one was had by Reagan Parent, 
a junior in the Machine Tool program. 

BENGAL SPORTS HONORED
Diman is thrilled to have earned the Boston Globe’s 
Markham Award for winning the most games in all 
sports in their division 3 south rankings for the 2016-
2017 school year! 
In addition, Diman earned the MIAA Sportsmanship 
Award for 2016-2017, as we had no players or coaches 
suspended from any game last year. Our Bengal players 
and coaches showed excellent sportsmanship and re-
spect for the game with their behavior.
Congratulations to all our players and coaches for 
this hard-earned accomplishment.

Need Photo of 
Dr. Warren

The 
Doctor
is in 
BY VICTORIA SANTOS
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Pep Rally photographs courtesy of: Kylie Cooper, Coraliz Rivera-Cruz and Carmen Pichazaca
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MORE 
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UNTIL  

JANUARY!
www.balfour.com

PEPRALLY
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The Devil in the White City was once the number one 
national bestseller (in 2003), and for good reason. Eric 
Larson’s historical narrative intertwines the lives of 
world famous architects with those of serial killers and 
madmen around the Chicago World’s Fair of 1893. The 
result is an enrapturing narrative that creates a ceaseless 
train of suspense and bewilderment through the juxta-
position of the renowned World’s Fair and its design-
ers alongside the sinister crimes of a serial killer. It goes 
without saying that this incessant shifting from glori-
ous descriptions of masterful archi-
tecture, “a dream city whose gran-
deur and beauty exceeded anything 
each singly could have imagined,” 
to macabre scenes of horror such 
as, “delighting in the sensation of 
frost where the chloroform coated 
his fingers. One of her wrists sagged 
to the table, followed shortly by the 
other,” is precisely why The Devil In 
The White City earned its place as 
the number one national bestseller.

Another reason why The Devil in 
the White City was so popular is 
its broad appeal to a large variety of 
readers. Readers who are interested 
in the history of the late Victorian 
era and the Industrial Revolution 
will be more than satisfied by the 
sections devoted to Daniel H. Burn-
ham, the Director of Works of the World’s Columbian 
Exposition. These sections are filled with insights into 
the lives of Americans during the age, references to the 
volatile economy plaguing the world, and the politics 
surrounding the World’s Fair. 

On the other hand, if the reader desires something more 
grim, they need only wait until the next chapter to read 
the exploits of Dr. H. H. Holmes, who in his lifetime, 
killed anywhere between nine and twenty-seven people. 
In one particularly horrifying scene, Larson describes 
the murder of Emeline Cigrand, “The best guess posited 
that Holmes had lured a woman into the vault; that the 
woman was shoeless at the time, perhaps nude; and that 

Holmes then had closed the airtight door to lock her in-
side… detectives theorize that Holmes, known to have 
an avid interest in chemistry, had first poured a sheen 
of acid onto the floor to hasten by chemical reaction the 
consumption of oxygen in the vault.” Holmes, howev-
er, was not only interesting for his violence and blood-
shed, his manipulative prowess was beyond masterful, 
“Owens later said of Holmes: ‘He induced me to make 
these statements by promising me my back wages and 
by his hypnotising ways, and I candidly believe that he 

had a certain amount of influence over 
me. While I was with him I was always 
under his control.’” This variety of sub-
jects makes The Devil in the White 
City compelling for a large variety of 
readers with a large variety of interests.

The popularity of The Devil in the 
White City offers many insights into 
modern American culture. The patri-
otic undertakings of the fair harmo-
nize with America’s current national-
ism, “Failure was unthinkable. If the 
fair failed, Burnham knew, the nation’s 
honor would be tarnished.” The narra-
tive’s popularity also showcases Amer-
ica’s attraction to beautiful things, 
even the mere description of them, 
“The court, he wrote, ‘was practically 
blameless; the aesthetic sense of the 
beholder was as fully and unreserved-

ly satisfied as in looking at a masterpiece of painting or 
sculpture, and at the same time was soothed and elevat-
ed by a sense of amplitude and grandeur such as no sin-
gle work of art could produce.’” Lastly, just as the public 
during the late Victorian era was fascinated by Jack The 
Ripper’s slaughter, modern America displays the same 
morbid curiosity towards Dr. Holmes. Serial killers are 
a major fascination to modern readers, and the fact that 
Holmes’ grotesque actions are nonfiction only amplifies 
the reader’s interest. In summation, modern America is 
quite similar to the America of the previous century, in 
that parallels can be drawn from our patriotism, attrac-
tion to beauty, and morbid curiosity.

The Devil in the White City 
BY ELIJAH J. FULLERTON
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Welcome to BingeWorthy, where we’ll 
tell you about some of the best streaming 
shows out there.
First up is The Fosters, available on Netflix and Freeform. 
The Fosters is a TV show on Freeform about a foster 
family called the Fosters, and all the struggles that the 
family faces. The show focuses on the main character, 
Callie, and her brother, Jude, and the problems they 
face growing up and being in the foster care system. 
The show also highlights issues that are going on in the 
world currently and will show how the characters in the 
show face these obstacles. 

Further complicating matters is the fact that the fami-
ly is made of a lesbian couple, their natural-born son, 
a pair of adopted Hispanic twins, and Callie and Jude. 
Because of all the differences, there are constant compli-
cations and twists.

Each episode is about 40 minutes long and season five 
just came out on Netflix. People describe this show as 
heart-felt and emotional and is rated 4 out of 5 stars on 
Netflix. 

IS IT 
BINGE-WORTHY? 

BY:SHAILEE PIRES
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Pep Rally photographs courtesy of: Kylie Cooper, Coraliz Rivera-Cruz and 
Carmen Pichazaca

Graphics by:  
Steven Almeida ‘19 GC Shop
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The students in the Photography Club at Fall River’s 
Diman Regional Vocational Technical High School and 
the sociology students at UMass Dartmouth will collab-
orate over the course of the school year to photograph 
the people and neighborhoods of Fall River.  Diman stu-
dents will be honing their photography skills and learn-
ing how to photograph the people and neighborhoods 
of Fall River. They plan to take photographs of their 
family, friends, and neighborhoods, local businesses, 
places of worship and parks, and the various places that 
are important to them around the city. Student work 
will be featured in photo exhibit at the Narrows Center 
for the Arts in June 2017.  

The faculty sponsor of the Photography Club at Diman, 
Michelle Gaudencio and UMass Dartmouth faculty 
member, Andrea Klimt, will be taking the students on 
local teacher-guided field trips and giving them themed 
field assignments given help the students to capture 
the local flavor of Fall River.  They have already started 
on the project by taking beautiful fall pictures at Oak 
Grove Cemetery.  The students will be issued press pass-
es identifying them as being involved with the Fall Riv-
er Portraits project.  Giving these students a welcoming 

Diman Photography Club 
to Participate in Fall River 
Portraits Project PRESS RELEASE

reception will significantly help them capture great por-
traits of the city.  If any local businesses is interested in 
having students spotlight their businesses, they should 
contact one of the coordinators listed below.

This project will create positive learning experiences for 
high school students as well as creative ways for these 
students to contribute to important dialogues about 
Fall River.  Giving students the opportunity and skills 
to produce meaningful knowledge for their communi-
ties will foster a deeper understanding of and increased 
pride in their own communities.  The interactions be-
tween the high school and the college students at UMa-
ss Dartmouth will also encourage high school students 
to actively consider pursuing a college education.  The 
resulting corpus of photographs will, along with those 
from previous years of the Fall River Portraits project 
will become part of the photographic documentation of 
Fall River’s diverse neighborhoods.  

For further information about the project, please contact any of the project 
coordinators:

Dr. Andrea Klimt at 508-999-8831 or aklimt@umassd.edu  
Ms. Michelle Gaudencio at mgaudencio@dimanregional.org
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“I like the fact that I have more 
choices out of high school. I liked 

that I could get a career from 
high school.”

“I decided to attend Diman because 
I wanted to get into the Electronics 
Shop. I also just wanted a unique 

experience.” – William Girard

“All the shop and opportunities”.
– Molly Reis

“I wanted to learn how to use machines 
that looked scary at first and I wanted 

to be able to have an even share of 
academics and work.”

“I wanted to have job experience so I 
can make good money.” – Niles Perry

“What it’s like to be in  
a work environment.”

– Molly Reis

“My siblings come here. I like 
Diman. My mom doesn’t like any 
other high school except this one”

– Tiffany Rodrigues

“Diman allows me to learn how to be 
a productive person in society and I’m 
proud to be a Bengal.”  – Fallon Perry

“Education for the real world.”
– Sam Aguiar

“I want to gain 
experience at a job 
before I graduate.”

“I want to gain certification in what ever field I choose to go into, in 
order to have an advantage on other people.” – William Girard

“I went to Diman because I liked 
how many different paths I can 
take. I can graduate with the 

experience on things that most 
kids aren’t able to do.” 

– Trenton Melendez 

“My old school was really small and 
our middle school only had three 

rooms. I could’ve gone to a Catholic 
school and been with my friends, 
but I chose to come here and I’ve 
already met my best friends and I 

know I made the right choice.”

The fact that Diman will help 
you get a job.

– Skyla Machado

“I love the community that 
Diman has, and I’ve always 
wanted to be a part of it.”
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UPCOMING 
EVENTS

#BleedDimanOrange

11/23-11/24 THANKSGIVING - NO SCHOOL

11/25 HOMECOMING DANCE

12/3 DIMAN OPEN HOUSE

12/14 PARENT-TEACHER CONFERENCES

12/22-1/2  HOLIDAY BREAK 

1/3 SCHOOL RESUMES

NOV

25


